
. . •• • _,. 

.':-t:!~::~l:fJ- . . . \. · \ ·l :·~ '· ',. \ ~ 0 J:=.ttl.":L~ 
· ·· ;;.t .r:·. , :· . : DrnlODUCTION · .. ~- . -:· · .. •: . .. - .. ·: . 

·.}.:Th~ USS ,U~A\i 1S a diesd electric Fleet TUe or :,000 shatt 
bcrsepcwer. rou:- 900 horsepowered diesels are used to dri~e the 
caoerotors, wbJ.ch, in turn, drive the two 1500 horsepower electric 
aotcrs, which are collJlected direct to the si~~le shatt. 

S~e is 205 teet overall, wit~ Q bo&i or )9 .teet and a desiened 
caciall'1 dratt ot 16,; teet x She ·bas a crulsinr; rndius or approxi­
cately 9100 ailes at 14 knots, top speed is 16.4 mots, ruel capo­
city is 91250 collons, trash water capacity ot 27000 gallons, lube 
oil cop~city 6600 ~allons, retriseration stowage or 800 cubic teet, 
dr; stowage ot 1460 cubi-c teet. This vessel is cap3ble of re.salii­
illl; at sea 90 days without._ replenishing stores, ruel or provisions. 

Tbe <:JJAPAVI was built atbhe United Engineering Coi:p~y ShiP- • 
·, ard at "Alaaeda, California nn'\i.-is equipped tor towing, rishting, · 
uti-subciarine patrol, ,or salvaee work. Coa:issioned on 6 L:ay 1944,. : 
on 7 May •l9U. we went to Naval Supply Depot, Oakland, Ce.litornia ·. • :. . 
9Jld.roaded nil c~ssioning allowance, plu.s pre~cocc1ss1oning re-·· ; : 
qu.isitions. · t.:ay 11th, ' l9U., the 'iJJt.PKil was c!.e;iamed at Pier )1, ·• ·.~- · 
&ul•~'r:incisco. and .ran ·the ,degeus1ng r311ge in San Francisco Bey. · .~:t•:;.: 
on 18 liay: l9l.~ t!l.e ~iiN..:..:; arri.ved. at Sollll Cratt Trnining Center, ·:,:.~ 
San-Pedro;~ California· ·to ·begin. shakedown in accorda.nce with orders . .i:..: · . 
trw: COwl.".Bnder Opernt.ional. Training Co.:.cand PacU'ic. · On 6 June~ --·:.-::} .. _ 
we:-d~;,ort~d San ?ed.ro -'enroute san··Dieso, California t"or tur~her ·_ ·;:1..,~(; 
sb.Uedown.,ifi accordance w1th·COG::8nding Otticer &:&all Cratt· Train- ::~;::_-::·.:.: 
inc·:Center,.:.Sa.a Ped.ro -:..aoveuen~ order 151-44. Tie arrived San Diego .;;_J , 
on tl1e:·7th:•or ' June -1944-1 tor ant1-aubcarine wartare trials and ins-·;;:"· •. 

· tructions • . :, ~ .Tu.ne·depa.rted S8ll Diego tor San. Pedro, California.- ·.:.:ii;':!.: 
and·c.rrived·.san·i?edro .. :.~he aaz:ie day·.- 16: Jwie, departed Sa.11 Pedro :;..·:~~-~'.:'f 
tor.~San.:lrancisco in:_a.ccorduce with Coal.2 dispatch dated 19 _June·:;e.-fi"t•·; 
191µ.:,~.•towi.ng .ARD68 .. s:·J.r:;-;ved _SeJ(.~c~se:o .18 .Tune 1944·.-· averas1Ds : ~:1·] 
1 .2 ·.1ccots · on. .tbe trip.· . :~ ;-'.:.:- ... ·· - · • • .. :t: !. • • .:.;• ~ : •. • : •. . .; : .. ,·.:: ,: ~•-·.-·-:-~...:::.:i!- ·:;_; 
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The Q,UKPJ..ti cloputd ti:oc &u1 Francisco, California on 21 June •·· 

1944, enroute lii.llle Bay, New Guinea undor orders tr0w Ccc.:iander 
ties tern Sea Frontier. The tows were aade up or the U .s. Axe:/ .:!ng­
ineers, Electric :&ire;e "Electra"., on t!le cai.a tow wire, t!le US 
uey EaG1neers Duap Slow, NU'2bar l, on the starboard wing drua, 
and the U.S. AJ:o:r Derrick, BD 1162 on the port drw:i. The tl'SS YP 
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)41 and the U.S. A:r:r.ly TLl6 T.PlOl ::iade up the re;..Qinder ot th~ convoy. , 
On June 22nd, c.ade contact with USS CLIFFRCS! (.:.N42) and placed 
her 600 yards astern ot tho aain- tow. . . ;. .. -~ 

On, July 1944, due to rough seas, the cable to the aud scow 
parted at· 20;4. The CUF1HO~ took the au~ scow in tow and the 
convo1 .. resUiaed the base ,course at 0O4.S, July J, 1944. 

,,· . .; 

: On 4 ·su.111944, we arrived ort the entre..nce to Pearl Harbor, 
fllld detached Qll or the convoy, ~:cept the ~uc!. scow, which we took 
into Honolulu Harbor. Tile ship was given a 7 d!iy lay-over, in 
order to. ta!ce on tuel, storos OJld sive the crew liberty. · 

. -... 
··!-:: . 

. . . . ... 
On. 12 July. 1944, we iett ?earl Harbor with the tallowing t~ws, · 

bound. tor 1Funatuti Atoll, Ellice·Islands: 1099 on min tow wire, 
YOC)O on port wire, !lJld &Dll62 on starboard wire. USS SATINI.ZAF 111 
c~plUlf·•.• ifothi.llc unusual happened on tbe voyage. On 16 July 1944 
the SnTll:LEAF was detached with orders to proceed to th~ assistance 
or a large Arey tus that was in ditticulty nearby. Oa Monday, 24 
July 1944, .. the f,t,U.-.:PA~·; crossed the 180th aeridia.n. 

· : j~'"; -~4~·-19~4, ·ar;i:~~·-;t · ~arut1 •~d repo~~d to ·Port Di;ec-
tor. ,"-.Tllly 27th doi)a.rted troo .?unaru ti tor i.a.lne Ba1 w1 tll the Y099, 
BDU62, and YOG)O, witll the USS SJ\TDil.EA.F e.nd Arey Tug I.TS?. In · . . 
atteapting to bring t:ie. YOGJ0 close aboard, one· ..ian tell overboard, ...... . 
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.• but was picked up in ~uick ti.:e. Tb.e tow wire was cleared and we 
pro~~~ded on ·ol.lr course. 

' ·· on 6 August 1944, we nr~ive~ nt llilne oe1, took on tuel and 
wator SJld provisioned ship. On 10 August 19~4, we left Milne Bay 
tor 1.:anwt Island witb. Y099, YOG)O, and &.07 La tow • 

. On 11. August l9W., we arrived at Eanus 'tsland and turned tows 
over to COQ:J.ll.Zlder Navnl Base, :.:a.nus. Duriag the stay at Us.nus the 
~U..P"'i.: wa:i caployed ill severnl harbor tow Jobs. . 

. ' 
· · .(usuat 17th, 1944, n lett Unnu.s Isl.a.ad tor !Yoe.ncll Lagoo.a:,. ·tow-

ing ?'OG19 with a deck cargo or Sl aotor torpedo boat engines. The 
USS SlLVERBELL (/'1151) was in coopany with us, and OD Fridcy, AU8USt 

• "l8th-tb.a sn.VERm.L developed engine trouble, so we took bor in tow 
. c..ad..:.returncd to liaous tor repairs. Repairs c01.1pleted, the group 
., ~ . lett:Jianus tor \'loendi tb.e next da.y. '.1e arrived ct ~'loendi on 24 . . · : ~ 
.:;·-,AU8ubt .. l944.~~ · ,. '· : . .. ~ .. ~ .. · ·. • -::: . .'. ": ·,· ·::-:.:~ .:: . • . 
4,; ...... .... ~~,;: ...... -.... :~;. .. - .... ~--• :__,!..;..:.;~: : .• !- 'Ji,. ... ~. • . ... ~ - . ~· ·:--r: ~ .:, •.•-P, . ... .. .. ~ 

.• ·:. /;~~on..,."4· Septeober 1944~· we lett ".'oendi tor !!att1.n Bay to report 
··- " to.:Senior Otticer :?resent Mlont I and a.rri ved. there on Tuesdny •· · • . • • ;.: 
· •· ·! Septecber S • 1944-- ··. ·· •· · . .... ,. ~ · · '·· · · · · ··,·· ~ · · .:.--.;..,.,. ,· ·· ~ .. ~;-~;·::7:::1t1r::±17~:~·~±~i.;F: .. ~·1· :: • • : ~ :·;- . • • • •• 
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• ,• ~ •C.J ;;°tr: •- .~~1-l ... :;y,:;,. • .: ;:._.~re,.. .. :: ~ •• ::.,.. ;:;..•~ -~ f, .•. • · • .. •! ~ •~-::C~l,•~,; ,~:;-1,i..,~ •. ~ ... .. , . ~• •• . . .• .. . , _ • • · • · • ... . - .•. • • ' ,. •"' . ·• , • • •l 
~~: . ;1i:£on.:.s Se!Jteciber 1944~·wo dropped anchor in :.iattin Ba1 and re- ::.:: :-:__,_. ;~, 
.··. · port!ld:,~o. SOP"" and•receivod ustructio.na to stand· by tor Moreta! :•·::·;.:::-.~~;; 

Operutio.ns • . As a. result, .we stayed iD :.Ie.rtiD Bay till tho aorni.Jlg .i :- • · 

o-r 12.!l Septeaber 1944, :. wben we got W1derwa1, our destination lliorotai -·•., : •. 
Islazu1;;:b1-pa.ssing J'apa.r:ieae torces on nnloeb.,ra. Our date ·ot .: .. ·.~:~: .. ~-_ 
arrival.. to be .D plus l . da1, Septeraber 16, 1944. · .;· .. ·.>;-; ·. ·.:: -.: ~~·-'-~, 
- .,~?-: ,·· . .. • ~ •--::.: - ~ . - ~ ..... ,. : • • • •. ~ · - • .•. -r- • : ,-~":1:..- ::· .. . . ... -~~-r!~, 

·; ,.We Joined up with the convoy, which ccndstcd or LST's, I.iber:. · . 
ty Ships,. Destroyers and l.ii.Aeswoeps. On tha aorn.i.J:l.g o:r 16 Septe.aber 
1944 we entered 1,:orctai Harbor. &>n tb.e war in, one :rap plnne, ide.11-

. tU'ied . as n Val:, d1 ved close atid dropped Cl boc.b near the leading 
Liberty Ship. The J'e.p plane wes succosstul in settiDg awily. We 
r&:ained at Morotni tree 16 Septeaber 1944 till l October 1944. •,~ 
During this period there was considerable interd.ttent tir1ns on • ·· 
the beach w.bich was quite 1.apressive. There were red alerts every 
day, during the t1'le we spect at Lorotai, and on 8 separate occa-
sions eneQY planes wore sighted. ~le wo opened tire, we were 
not !'ortu.nate enough to brins down any ezieo, planes. Our s:ain. duty 
was to-retract LST's troa the beach, nnd we were successful in 
assistiDo eight LST's in retracting. Pitoe Bay, where the LST's 
lo.nd~d, was a unique beech. The LST's benched on a rocky ledg~ 
whic~ tring&d the shor~ end their sterns reoain&d 1Jl 60 to 100 
:ratbocs or wnter. By going nlongsi~e the UlT's e.nd passing our 
tow wire tro~ our qulU'ter to a littl& forward or their be~, and 
then bacldng, we war$ nble, because ot the wsh troc. our propeller 
a=d th$ LST's propellers, to raise tho dept~ or tb.e wnter cppron­
aatoly,l toot, which in uoat cases was sutticient to tloat tb.e : 
bow ot ~he LST tree ot the beach. ~'bile retr~cting.1.ST's wes our 
~ain tuoc•io.n, on 5 s~parate d~ys, w6 were assigned duty on anti­
sul:k:!ariAe wnrr~t. work. On l October we got u.n,tnay rrou Aiorotai., 
tor i:i~l?,andic., New O\l.lnita. · ·· 

. ... -· LEY'l'Z OPERATION ... . . - · 

Tb.a ~U~iW l~tt Hollendia, N~w Guinea et 1521 Friday, 13 · 
October l944 to Join a convoy tor Leyte in the ?hilippine Islands. 

· Our duties, as usual, in such operations, were to act as salvo.ge, 
tir&-r1snt1ng c.nd towing unit. Nothi.og uausual !lap~ened that doy 
ns the convoy conti:ued 00 course 320° at a speed ot 9 knots. 
About -1000, 14 October, LCI 364 broke down, &nd we were assigned 
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. . · . 
On October l~t~ we were Joined by additional ships arriving 

1'roc lla.uus and arter the convoy .had changed disposition to accomo­
d!!te the new arrivals. it changed speed. to 9. 5 Jcnots . Early that 
evening the LCI .364 ,broke down again, and we lett the rori:iation to . 
take her in tow. Bu the tiG1e we were ready to ta.1 her, v,e ,vere 9 
c.lles behind the c~nv01, and so we £Jade as ouch speed as possib~e 
in an ettort to catch up. At OSlS, the next aorning. v,e ·were in 
convoy position. That afternoon the LCI .36~ was ready to continue 
under her own power, sc; we ca.st her off. · · • · •.··· : i ;_ . :.:,.: 

. . . . ·.. . . :" . . · ... ; ~.'· 
· · . . 1'hursday aor.a.ing, October 19 t'owid the convoy on course· ·cak.tng' · 

a speed ot: 8 ·knpts: That atternoo?, the disposition underwent a . ·/ . 
zigzaggiDg covecent • . J.t 1700 we were ordered to take LC.I 28' in ~.: :.i. . 
tow • .:. .tie. . towed her tor )i hours. and then ccst her. ot~, after. re- · :-._ .,:.·: 

. ceiviag· word she, could .contia.ue withou-t· assist3.tlce .. . · .. .. . _ .. :, · ·.:~:~: ::. :i:~::-:. 
. :-: ·-~~~~-'-i.:'J.:~ ··•:.:.~~~~;,_~~~.::·:--:.r::-~·t.:;_.;:;;~ .. . · . .... ~-· ,;;~ . .. '.. . : ~:.··'~ i . ~ I. ,.;.~=t-;~~T~,?.:~::;~1 -~~ 
. · ··:~;~~Friday cor.a.ins·, October 20·, :at 0015 we ,vere entering.Ley-ta -:,.;,'l":.:: . 
•. Oult:and. were . at .general • quarters by 0,54,0. ·At 0624 our "t'irst· .eneJ:iy Ji. 

.:. target"~WU· !A: sight on our .port; side. : ·It.. was ~--;rap twin engined ; ·_.- ·.~:;: 
: ·. bDJ:lb.er;•:la.te~:·identitied .e.5:- a , Nick. Our-'gwis opened -tire;;:.but. wer,i ~ti 
: .r unsuccess1'ui :as ~~ha;'bomber·dropped its .-bo£lb into· the sea and.:·t1e1t:.:.',l :l'· 
... away ,:.ix A.t:::07)0 we. ,_were• a.lo.igs1de LST 46.) . to assist w1 th. her .:engine· c::;~ 
:· trouble,~;By 0800-repairs.-to .~he~4,6) ·were CC!:1pletocl and-we .. ~ere •::J·) ~-~1 
· head.ing_;1'or:, Red: Beach. .868,in .. •,.It-. appenred as .though no ~01:e · !!OeQT. .:~::~:?· 
· action.-..was...-1.D. ;thll-rMld ng, ·so-~ secured. rroi: ge~erai quarters at :.: /:1~ 
· 1100-as.:._:we w•r~,·lTi.Dg.;.to at .Reel: Beach. ·we were .underway again• at ;;.~.f::-~· 
1129..-to-assist,~ .. 1.t' necessary I.ST 465, which had been. "hit by aortar ••-~-/ 
%'ire •. -:t;The LST 11eeded no 1:1ssistance, so we laid-to, • awaiting i'urther·· .. 
orders.· ~ They c11J:1e, CJld at 140.5 we were 1.u position -to aid LST • .1+52 , : 
111. retr4cti.Dg 1'roe1.-. the beach. . Ber ore ret~ac ting -cc11i:i"d -:Comme nc~, . _:. :-•. 
a red ·alert was soW2ded, an<l we went to general quarters. No .. . . ·· .. . 
action took place by ·16.)0, so gen.oral quarters · were secured and · .:~ .. 
retracting or the I.ST began. At 165) the l.ST's pelican hook w~:! 
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carried' away, but. the ship was now ill a position to retract itself .· -
and she · did so shortly afterward. Du.ring an air cttack, in an · 
atteapt to .aove out to deeper water to anchor, we ran -aground on . 
Palo Reet. Wnile still asround at osi.s, · the i::.e~ aornins; ~ve .open-· · 
ed tire at a lone en.?my plane which appeared to have been success- · 
tul ia releasing its bOl!lb on an Australian cruiser. At 1010, with 
the e.1d or the USS SO~'OliA. nnd the USS CRICKASA\'1, we v,ere pulled 
clear ot the reef after 15 w.nutes or eftort. One or our divers· 
was . sent over iamediately to inspect the bottoc. He reported no 
d3.Qllge. A red al.ert at 1635 that afternoon sent us to our_gups, 
but no eneey planas appeared. . . • . · • . ·. , 

October 22nd, Sunday oornlng, 0554 round us at gineral quarterst . 
'l\Yenty mnutes later we fired on a Jap llick which attempted to bo:ib 
an LST 011 ou.r port bow, but the boab c.lssed its target and exploded 
haral.essly in the water about 400 yards fro~ us: Another two-engin­
ed Jap bocler, Nate, passed along our port side at 065). · We_opened 
tire, but observed no hits. .~· . ! · .. · .. ~ . . . 

. . 
. We assisted the PC598 ·in retracting rroci Palo Reer 1.fonday corn­

ing and repaired the propeller sbatt bearings or 2 J.rr:J.y LCU's that 
ai'ternoon. A twin engined J~p boaber passed nenr us late that after­
noon, but before we could open fire, it had disappeared. 

' . 
Tue:,d:iy proved to be an eventful day. At 08)0 we were 1'1ring 

at an eneay plane overhead. Three planes crashed into the sea 
shortly afterward as nn air battle was in-.progress above us. By 
0850 the LCI 1045 and the USS SONOA~ had been hit by enecy suicide 

• • * .. 
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· bCICbl~~-. VI• ~ect to tb~ ~id ot the SONO~ acd assis~ed t
0

he USS · 1 
CHICK.ii.SAW ln beachins the ship to pr~vent it tr~ sinking. At 
1210 we were-near the grou.ad~d LST 741, ready to assist in re-
tr~ctl.cg, but wer~ ordered to proceed to the stricken liberty sb..ip 
Augustus Thocas. The Thoaas bad baen !lit by a suicide place, ?:lut 
investigation proved it in no 1.c.uediate dnJ1ger. ffe were ordered 
to return to I.ST 741. At high tide we were successtul 1~ retract-
icg bar troa a reef ott Taclobali. 

· Ylednesday, October 25th~ was n dny or gener:il qw:.rters and 
Jap planes. The first pl:J.D.e appeared nt 0722 •. ~e opened tire but 
the plane escaped • .,\.Qother plane caao in sight cbout an hour 
later, but; it was out or range ot our guns. Br this ti:l.e we were 
underwa1 to assist Ls&l 258. which bad a broken screw. A change I 

ot orders directed us to assist lS'l' 552 which had been hit with a 1· 

bocib near Red Beech.. Investigation shoed the d~ge. well UDder 
control •. Two lap Vals. appeared at 1241 •. Our guns cccoeoced fir- I 
ing· B~ a Val. on our port side at 1)05. No hits were observed, 

. but the. plane cr:is!led into the water ahead ct us. 'tlhile under.va; ~
1 

to go-~alo::igside LS1J 258, another Val appeared over our stern. · No _·.•. 
hits were observed cs we opened tire. ne were alongside the LSJ . -
258 ·at,-~420 . and COGlmnced inspection ot hor propeller • .. !Decy ·-
plattes appeared ag:u.0 at 16)5 and at 1637 we opened tire at a Val .· . 
about;.J000 1ards otr our port side. Twelve :iioutes later we were · .. . -
tiring at another Val oa. our ·starboard side. A Nick passed over · . • . • •::: 
our stern -sbortl1 at'ter sunset, -- and we opened tire once agllin. . . : 
By this -tiJ:le we were l!.llcllored near Palo R~e.r end 1.ntea.ded to change _ . :";: 
scrows,-on ,the: I..Su 258 .tbe tollowing day .. __ • ·,£- •.• ·• 1:• • •. ·- • . ~- -:.-

.:-;;~ :~;. · . . .. . .. - · • ~.p~ ... -. ~: , ... · t~:~-·."!.··.-: ,,..··.p· \ J~•::.,, 
-:•.Qctober·26th, Thursday, was anoth&r day or lap planes.. Onct •. · 1 

was sighted bei.D.g shot down over the bay nt 061) • . A Kate apl)eared . ! 
at 0845 and "disappeared atte~ w• had opened rue. Four ple.oes ·• 
were sighted- 41 villg on a libe"y shi;, astern at 1008. We co=:ienced ' 

: tiring, but observed 00 hits·. T.b.e flneoy bOClbS w5re short ot the 
liberty ship. Nine rounds ot 401i10. tr00 our guns were ioettective 
as we tired. at an eneQY. _twi.Jl engined plane at lJ04 •. Five ainutos 
lnter we tired ·at a lap Val passing e.hesd or us. ?roe 1600 to 1820 
approxi.a:ltely )0 Je.p planes were sightod attacking shipping and 
the Taoloban air strip. No hits were observed b1 our guntire as 
we tired awe..r at planes which ciu::e in range. Three light boo.bs .. • 
tell. in t.b.e water e.bout J00O yards ott our starboard be&i at 2058. 
Between alerts we had C!&Jlnged to r&Clove the p~op&ller nut troa the 
LS~ and were .making preparations to re:.iove the propeller. 

1'rida1, October 27th, 1944 is a day the QUAP;.st will long re- I .cecber • . It was the day ttie ship shot down its tirst enecy plane. __ 
At 1843 a Kato appeared troc the -clouds directly overhead. We 
were tile tirst ship to tire and observed bits 1.med1atel1 •. Unfor­
tunatel1; the plane crashed into the liberty ship ';¥heeler. Two 
other Vals hl!d nppaered that .corning nt 0800, but bad disappeared 
berore guns could be put into action. 

• I 

Saturday we were at general quarters a nu.ober ot til:les and 
saw 2 eneay planes, but had no opportunity to rire upon tbe.c •. In 
tile .cea.nti,Qe, we\recoved the propeller troc LSW 258 • . 

I • 

Sunday, October 29th, the QUAPAW ns successtul in shooting 
down its second Jap plane, this ti.ce a Val • . It was passing low 
along our starboe.rd side, when our gun tire round its :nark at · 
approxi.cately 2009 yards. The plane crashed at the root ot a 
nearby hill at 0741. Another ene.cy plane appeared eheed at 0825, 
but our gwirlre obtained no hits. That ev~ning n typhoon swept 
over us, and we rode it our with two D.llchors. 

-I 
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Konday corning round the LCI 65 blown ashore by the typhoon, 
so we departed to otter nssistc.nce 1n retr!lctinc her. Wltb tl:.e 
aid or tho USS CHICKASAYI :lDd the AN)5, Y/e tuned at the LCI tor 
41 how-s, until the tide went out, with no success. Bu this tioe 
it was ~ark, nod we decided to sdcure and :.:.eke another attecpt nt 
retr3ction the next ;orning. 

A Jnp Val appearod within gun re.nse et 0555 the next oorning 
and we opened rlre. Results were unknown, We continued retract­
ing opertttions. Another Vnl passed low over Red Beach at 1817 
nnd·esain we opened up with gu.atire. By 2027 we had successfully 
byciraulically tl..in&d the LCI 65 by ceans ot, a 6 inch selvage pw:,.P., 
but our tow wirts po.rtod and the LCI ,.,as _still egroun~. . . · 

. . 
Wednesday gorning round the QUAPAW atte:ipting to retract LCI 

174 rrm the beach. Operntion was unsuccesstul because or low tide. 
At 1053 we shirted Tetrncting ntteapt to LCI 2)~. T~is nlso was 
unsuccessru; because or low tide. 

Thursday nnd ~riday were spent in retracting tho LCI 65 and 
I.ST 200. Both operations were successtul. Five eneay planes were 
tired upon by us at 0620 Friday. Jap bOGbers attacked the Tacloba.n 
air strip Saturday aorning •. Our guns tired when targets were in 
range, but no hits were observed •. We changed the port screw ot the 
LSM )ll' Saturday atternoon. 

During the week c01i1Qenc1ng Novecber ;th, the QJJAPAW tired at 
only l Jo.p plane, although eneJ:ly air fiction was evident in the 
vicinity and there were lJOJlY red alerts throughout the week. • Our 
encounter occurred at 02)0 Sunday corning, when a lop baabe~ . 
dropped her bocbs unsuccesstllllf ate ship about 2 ailes north o.t 
us o.nd cede ott over our stern at .Clediu:i hdght. We opened .tire, 
but obsenod no etrective results. "During oost or tbe week we 
assisted in rotra~ions 11nd cade c~ges ot propellers to other 
vessels. Uondey it w3s cr.anging the propeller on the I.SU 1)8. 
Tuesday we retro.c.toc! LSI.: 19 tro.o th& beach. Thursday we made c.inor 
repo.irs to the &nchor ge&r or the S.S Alexander L!ejors._ Friday 
and seturday we tried unsuccesstu.lly to retrcct 2 pontoon barges 
which had been washed 3ground at Dul.cg by a tYJlhoon, two days be-
fore. · 

Stmday, ?:oveober 12, 'found the Jap suicide planes attacking in 
earnest. Two Jap planes bOClbed near-by libertr ships nt ll20 a.ad . 
then suicide-dived the~. We sent our tire party to the Horace 
Ne~son, which bad been suicided. The part7 assisted successtu.lly 
in extiD£uisb1ng a tire a.board. A Jap Val nttei::ipted to dive into 
n near-by LST, but mssed its to.rget :md crcsbed into the sea. We. 
opened tire on c.nother Val ten .:unutes later, but appenred to have . 
aissed, as the pl;1.De flew away. 

The l)th nnd 14th ot NovCJ:ber were days spent in salvaging 
pontoon barg~s ott Dulag Beach. One eneay·b0t:ber appeared within 
range ot our guns Qt 0612 on the 14th, but we were unsuceesstul 
in our attGpt to shoot "it down. We "!Ulaged to rctr3ct tour barges 
rro.:i the beech du.:-lng the two days. 

The QVAPAW remined in the vicinity ot Dulag beach until the 
)rd ot Dec~ber. During tbia tL:le we 8ltcrn3tely perrors:ed mer­
sency· Jobs and continued retrnctin6 barses rroo the beach. Re- ' 
tr6ctiou or pontoon bnrces at Du.l~g was noteworthY, in that each 
bnrgo was ~d aground and wns blocked with cor:il sen tore end nrt, 
and between pontoon sections. Heavy swells were cncoutered in 
these operations, whicll~ ccu:ibin~d with i;nwy air octivit7, cnde 
bc..r.dllng or our ocin tow wire quite difficult. Chief Boatsw~in 
~alter Jackson dovised n aeans tor eliolnating ouch or the back­
breaking l~bor, by attaching a long 7/8 inch wiro pendant to the 

. . .. . . 
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C1Ai.a · two !nch wi:I!, h~uling the anin w1re to the beach,· as to.r as 
possible, with an LCU. Then running the s::n.ller wire to en arey 
bulldozer, wtiic!i dragged the b.eavy wi:e ashore. The bulldozer 
cleared u ouch send as possible ll!ld tb.l! ',.TJ:.ZA\'I tugged with the 
Ullin tow wire connected to the beached bnrge. ~lhen the barge 
cleared the beach it was disconnected ~n! towed away by LCU•s. 
The aain tow wire ~as over-hauled by the s:ialler pendant and the 
process began again. Durin0 this ti::le the enec,y planes continued 
to operate. On Noveober 15th we inspected the SS \'/lllica Coulter 
tor possible underwater da:iage due to a aear boob cuss, but round 
none. Our welding party rep~ired the steering gclll' of the SS 
Alexander Majors. On Noveober 16th ond 18th, wa nttecp~ed, unsuc­
cesstull:y, to retract the grounded SS J'obn Eartrwl. Al though . 
enegy planes were visible at vzirious ti!:.es troc N~ve.:.iber 15th to 
18th, none ~e.ae witb.in renge ot our guns until late on the 19th, 
wheD we tirad war::iing s!lots •lpon an unobservod plil.lle overhead. 
Froa Novacbor 15tb·to 19th1 w~ retractsd seven b.lrges tr00 tbe _ 
beach. Two tlo:-e bc.rges were 1·etracted trao the bee.ch on the corn­
ing ot t!:e :2•)tb,. a.nd· that ctternoon we retrQcted !;he LST rroa the 
beach ott Cct:con Hill. TUes2y, the 21st ~d Wednesday, the 22nd, 
Y1es devoted entirely to the rotro.ction ot r,ontoon barga:J in the 
Du.lag area. 011r aain tow wire beca:ie rouJ.ed in our screw and cost 
ot the 23rd was spent in gettin8 squared away, The 24.tl:L c!' Noveo­
ber round WI righting a tire aboard tb.e SS Gus Darnell·, which had 
baen torpedoed. Th:ee Jap planes appeared as .the tire raged, a.ad 
they scored near QJ.sses with their bOClbs u our gun~ blasted away 
3.t thei:i. No b.its were observed. The tire 1n the Darnell was 
e%tingu1.shed at 1350 that ai-ternoon, appro:xi.cmtely 16 hours .atter 
the ~Uit?A'il bad arrived at the scene. I.ater that atter:ioon ·we 
assisted the USS HIDATSA 1n drydock1ng the USS ROSS. 'l'he next 
three days we continued retrectJ.ns operations ott Dulag Ben~h, and 
were successtUl in retracting one barge. On Noveaber 28th we re-

. tracted nn LQI loaded with ·aviation gas, that hec been beached at 
· Catoon Hill and the nen day we sn.lvag~d ths benched YOG22 !"'roo 

Ri.agatwigan Point. Our job tor ?Jove.aber 30 wo.s the IST 616 beached 
ott Catl:lon Hill. We rotractod it successfully. • 

Decc:ibcr 1st we towed YOG22 troa Punut:uJ.u Isl!!lld to Dulag, On 
afternoon ot Dece.tJ.ber 2nd, a ~o.p Dinah cppeared and we opened fire, 
but observed no hits. That evening our co::::..:c.nding otticer, lieut­
eDe.nt COl:IC8Dder· N. H. Castle, UstlR wns relieved by Lieutenant 
CoQl!Wlder R.H. Donnell, USNR. - Tuesday ntternoo.a, Deceober 5th, our divers were surveying a 
sunken SC ott Tacloban dock area, when we rijceived urgent ardors 
to proceed to the cssistance ot ships under attnct 1n e. convoy. 
Early the nen corning-we contacted a torpedoed nnd nba.ndoned 
liberty ship being towed by en ;.r.:,.y tug a.ad being escorted by c 
dostroyor. T!le ~U:\PAi/ e.ssuocd a screening position opposite the 
destroyer and the s~ll group proceeded slowly to port. Ene~y 
planes frequently attacked out or the low 1dvel clouds end .aany 
wera destroyod by ship's suntire, coupled"with our counter-attack­
ing P-JS•s. However, one enecy bocber succeeded in p~unting ~ 
torpedo.a.cidsb.ips ot tho liberty ship, 11:lcedi~tely sinking it. 
Thursday, Dacecbar 7 3nd Friday, Dece..:;ber 8th, we retracted the 
USS SPENCER, Vfhich had run 3ground near Te.clobo.n. On. saturday we 
went alongside the USS LAi'iSOli to as~i.st- the ATR 31 in towing her 
into port after a suicide plane bad hit,e.nd in s:uvago work beiDg 
done abolU'd her. 

On the ~ornins or Deceaber 10th we were alongside the USS 
LIDm::!: assisting in patching her decks. Sh~ hed been struck by an 
enccy plane. Th:lt evening we were rushed to the a,sistnnce or the 
USS ~1JGHES_.. which had be~n hit by a Ja.p suicide bocber in Surigao 

4 • 
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Stroita. tie towed ~er to Saa Pedro Bay, wbero we took ber along­
side and began salvoge oparatioaa. Sb& had sutrered considerable 
dacage and we were assigned to patch her up. ~ondoy we had plugged 
tbe holes in her side &Dd puaped out her flooded co0part:ent3. 
several bodias were reooved. Her crew was c:iting abo:ird our ship 
aad we wero providing her. with water. 

By the 14th, an estioated 40 per cent or the selvage job bad 
been ccaploted. That :itternoon we sent our divers down to inspect 
the propeller or tb& SC74S. 

Work on the USS HUGHES progressed satisfactorily and she had 
one boiler and h&r evaporators in operation by the 15th. At tbat 
tice th~ Job bad been approx.lAately SS per cent coaplete. · 

• • J 

On DecBGlber 19th we inspected n pe.rtililly sunken ship 1n the 
b~y nnd round it to be the LCI 1045, which had been hit during the 
invasion. We were ordered to sink it coapletely, which we did. 

Thursday, the 21st, we rei:oved the port screw troa the AU295, 
and Friday we repaired the sound gHr on lldS68. On So.turday and 
Sunday we re~oved thu• starboard screw ot AM29S. 

.. . . 
The LCT 86) cawe &li:ingside tor a ci.:lor weldi.Dg job on the 26th· 

and on-the 28th we ccapleted a ainar repair operation on the lCI 
1165 • . , lor the reminder ot 1944 we took on stores ~d cnrried out 
fOUti~e work aboard our ship. ---- • , · . . 

On Janwiry 1st we changed the propeller tor tb.e FS)6S. The 

'·· 

--

nut corning we lett San Pedro BtlT to take part ill operation 
"llusteteer Mike-One". · · 

tmOAn:N CAl!PAIGN 

On 2 Je.nual7' 19~S we r~ndezvoused with convoy and took position 
as last ship, third colu.o.n; proceeded through Surigno Straits with 

.a apeed o~ advance ot 10 knots, enroute to Linsnyen Gult. 

That evening an ene;::y plane ::iede n shallow glide toward one 
ot the screening ships , dropped a b00b which .aissed, and disappear­
ed into the cloud. We sighted a second enecT plane and took hi.a 
Wldor tire. lioviag rast, he crossed our bow and disappeared into 
the clouds. Early :orning ur January )rd we went to battie stn- · 
tions ror dawn alert. ~ur air covernge consisted·ot tour P- 47's, 
but 10 ttnecy pianes cttllcked the convoy. We tired on all planes 
within rnnge, but no hits were observed. Three enaQ7 planes were 
seen to tall.. \'le entered the Sulu Sea :it 0800. Tbnt a.tternoon o~e eneay ¥lane was observed passing astern or the convoy, pur­
sued by "P-47's. Several bogies were reported QS we continued tc 
advance toward Li..ogayen cw.r on Jaauery 4th. During the day, :iir 
coverage consisted or P-61' s. \-leather and sec continued tine GJld 
s:iooth. 

. . 
on Jc.nual7' 5th, ene~y destroyers wer~ sighted on our stuboard 

qu:irter. · Three escorti:i shi?3 le!t the convo1 to illte=cept the 
eneoy vessels. Sr:oke ~s otse~ved over the horizon as~ possible 
result froc ;inking or t~~ e~e:y destroyers by our ships and plo..nes. 
Eight enewy planes att:ick~d tbe convoy ct swisot, using s1,lic1da 
tactics. One plare uo.d~ a low-level bocbing run rroc. our starboard 
boao directed at this sllip. Two bocbs tell n tew hundr ed yards 
short and the plane pcssec e~~eoely close over our '111.inuast. The 
uas .APACHE o.nd en LCI hod hits w~ich dacoged their casts and bows. 
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·Early corning ot Janu:ry 6th we cont~cted tbe USS STAFFORD, 
QJ1 escorting DE ror the bocbnrcbeot croup, whieb had been de.cosed 
by n bcab hit on her starboard side a;;.idsbips. The STA1FOnD pro­
ceeded wider her own power and we stood by ns ordered to render 
any necessary ~ssist:ince. 

At dawn the STAFFORD and this vessel w~re det4cbed to ·recein. 
in waters or the Chino Se3 approxL:iotely )S a.1.les otr Llngayen 
Gult o.nd in the vicinity or c3rrhr te.sk groups. Thi! USS RALPH 
'l'ALBDT ( DD)90) acted as escort -:uid tnctic~ CO.:i:J:i.nd tor this scall 
detached group. 

. ~ 

Su.nday, J'anue.ry 7th, we went clongside the S'l!.\F.PORD to su;,ply 
ber with wcter tor boiler teed. 'l'ht sroup was attacked earlier 
by two enecy plGDea, each ot which dropped bcabs thnt a.hsed. 
The tollowiog day our salvage ortic~r bocrded the STAFFORD and 
tound her bUlkbeads · to be well shored llOd seaworth, tor proceed­
ing.in slow convoy to a sate port. On the eveolll8 or Jn.nuary 8th 
we parted co:;ipany with the ST.i.ER>RD ond ~T to Join the assault 
group~ · in. LiJlgQyen. GUlt. · . 

Tuesday, the 9th ot .Tanuo.ry, was 0-Day. This ship wns placed 
oa patrol. ot both attac!c aress to reaC:er all aeces8Uy ass~.:>taJ1ce. 
E:legy- &ir resistance was light during tbe entire landing operation. 
Various alerts wer, issued coaceraing nttack ot ships at anchor by • 
suicide•boata and de.::iolition swi.cL.ers. Deck patrola wer~ st~tioned 
with light mchine gwrs to gunrd agcinst auch attacks. on January .. 
11th we nu.n.k the p:u-tly subcerged I.CI 97i., with· SOcal uachine gun 
tire. •:Arter pulllllg a pontoon cau.s~woy ott Yellow Beach, we ·. · . 
nnchored tor the night. . , . . •. ·. . . . • . 

. ' ... . . . 
"01:l.-tte 12th we cler.:ad another po~toon ccusewey trc~ the 

beach;:-along with a br~ached LS!,[. The tollowi:lg dny W3 ~::l~ag1:1d 
tbtt I.Sm.), which wcs b:cioc-hed on Bl~ie 3occb. A:i::1 :.t.llMI! la re­
tract1n, was rendered the L~~n24, on t~o 14.th. :-Z-c~=i wr."vc;r ~.s 
trD.Dstorred troa this ahir, tu i.hs 'JS~ ;J!tCPPOOffi',Jli. on the scce 
dlly. J'anuary lSt!i tou:1d !.CT 1070 uish t:.nd dry C:? the beech. We 
put two ,iv~rs aboard her to clear pro~~llers &a~ passed OU!" tow 
wire to her. The operation-was success~ul, ns t~e LCT wcs clear 
ot the be~ch soon ctter we took a atrain. · 

Fr00 the 16th through the 27th or J'anwu-y we W!de vcrious 
ctte~pta· at se.J.vagiag the bro~ched Lsr 1028 tro::1 the beach. The 
opcrntioo w~s extreuely ditficUlt, since allot tbe LST's power 
had been knocked out bf e.n explosion. Our ettorts were c~~pli­
cated bf hoavy &•~lls, and we parted ;;J11JJ.Y tow wires. The nssis­
te.noe or the USS ?OT~w~TomI aade the o~cr~tion successtUl on the 
27th. Tho .tollowins dAy wo delivered the 1028 to Port Su.:.l tor 

• repair=, t.llon returned to Oreage Beach to tow LCI 7)8 fro~ the 
beech. On the 29th we towed her to a Gere c::llc. section ot the 

· ~u1r, where ou.r divers cleared bcr screws. ~n t~e 31st the LS. 8 
~aoe alongside with a line inner wheel. Our divers re:iov~d the 
lind and the~ wns :eturne, to duty. 

. . 

. .,-. 

· FrOQ•the ls~ ot Febru3ry to the 18th we conttnued to retract 
landing ships, ..idte rep&irs and tow sllips cod bnrieS as di:ected. 
Jo the 18th we got widerw.ly in convoy tor Subic Bay. On t!le i9th 
;ye arrived nnd aade rcpair:1 to an 1.$ which bed two dc.cagecl pro­
Jellera. The 21st we received orders to rendezvous ott Suesto 
?oint anci proceed to .1.iansa:-1n Bo)•, Mindoro. thare to awe.1 t; turtbor 
,rders. We crrived at ~indoro on Thursdoy, 22.nd or 1ebru~ry. 

... . 
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with1Toak Group 78.2 under the co.:;oe~d or Reer Ada1rcl w.u. 
Fec~teller. -The destJ.notion was Pue:t~ ?rincesa~, Plll4Wll.ll, where 
the 1.Aiti~l. ossoult agcinst the· en~y-held islaiid was to be made. 
l::nroute, the ~ua.~,;r took the LCI 68J 1a. tow, when the latter-wcis 
unable to :zintaia convoy speed, due to engino trouble. Entry• or 
tae landing rorces w:i.s c.ade .lnto Puerte Princeasa a~ approxi.J:atelr 
O?JO on ·l"ebNO.ry 28th. • The '-t,fJ:.2AiY• s role in the usaul t consisted 
or -tee rotractiun or LS~ 53 trot: '.i'idepole. Point, th& LST .722 rroc 
the beach east or Pu~rtQ Pr!ncessn.City, the LSZ.1128, the LST•s •, : : 
912,::..640, 18, 467, 597,' Clll tr0t:1 th& b.iach 1A the _ 1'ic1nit1 o.t tbe _: _ . . 
city .jetty. Ass1stc.nce was also rendered the ATR 86 i.n .. retrt.cti..llg' :-: · . 
LST"6.'1 8 or- Pr• -ce•sc Point · ·, · · · · · ·· "'· ·• ·-·· · ·'"• .: • :,.I • • .&. ~ ., • .. • • ; · ' .. • . ..... , • • • • : • .. ..... ....., ...... _ ~ -" .... ........ ;... Ji .... 

n :7¼~~~,•; t ~-::.: ---. . .... .-, • • • :: .. : • ~ •• • : • .... • • :-.. •• ~ • ; • C• f > • I 't•~-:•;(~'-:;_. ~. •-:,.,[~. ~ 
:~~~~:earliest-corning:ot .Ullrch. 4th, the ,U},.PJ..W departed, Palawaii ·~-:-:·~:_:. 

e.a.routfF•to lllJidoro in -coapa.ny. with lST Flotill:i. 24-- The ·convoy was::::.:-
·· bollD ·ror. lb,.g:irin Bay; .. ,:,:-:.:;.~. ·.::: .. ~.: .. -. · • . ~-.:· · .. . , 7-~·: . :.._: -• .::•:;_i-.~.; . .r:·••. •;·• :~ -
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.·~ ·.,-.-;~ ~~:~~~~~t-:;t ;1 .. :·~.;-;;~l~=-_E~rr:; l,;~~--··. .; ~~.r;i .~-: •. . .=.t:.4:;~~~,;,. ·. ·,; -~~·-~\'~r,:~·uf~~~;, 
-~ ~:~Onilla.rchJ.8th, •':1945 ,•i-this, vessel was ·encb.ored· ~garfn"~Bay-;•>:~~:·~~~ 

. . :;:U1Ad~~o;:'..:la.k:111g~.al.l -praparat1ons ·. to pnrtici;,att:t:·1.n. opera tio~-:,Victor ~ -.. , 
-:~ Fo~1:he ~se izW'e· o.nd·__secur!Jlg ot· .Zallboe.nga, 1:1.nde.nao, Philippine . -iJ-i-::~ 
·· Island·s::~'A.t.:.07].:-S:.the-ship got .underway ,_:ror'1ing -1D. .convoy~tor· ·.; .. ~:~~-.. 

• ~- truu{~?Uion.~~At..:1625-. oa. March 9th, our: c9nvo1 was Joi.ne~-;lit·.i : . .:. l it~~;t 
.:: .nw:iber-i.ot.· LS'l'!.s:troa:Le~e.~_and.i:c1ur1.ng the night one w:t.n ;was;foiit-~l'IC'• -:t-">? 
-<overb.oard. :rroa·a4.tC1ot ·1n :th& .convoy . ..... .:::j7_.:_.: .. ,~~~.::1•· -~;-.::.~ ·~•,. ·.._.. :,11,'%•~:: 
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. ... ·~,.~~:. ... · unri.ie·~~n-i.the-~0th·tollD all: hands •:at battle stations··ror:~:- ... ~~-­
... th~:.en.trt;..1.nto.: Se.eta. Cruz ·-I.agoon .. . , :tr.s. , cru.iaers· were 'st~d.~g -otr-=~~:-: 
· the.;assoult ·areas, ;..bo:::i'barciing .specitied targets;·=-:l'rior to ll!Jldinss;;:;-:.· 

sq_UQdJ:ons ot ·J:1berators aopped .c:az:1 tons or hii;;h nplosi ve · bocbs · ·.;·~ : 
t:-aw a, hflight ot ·10,000 teet. The bo:ibing we.s toll.owed up . by · .. ·, ~-1~--:: 
persis.t:,..nt strQ1'1ng·attacks on the tow:i proper. The first wnve :.~-:,•.· · . 

. hit .the --becch e.t 0915, subsequent to a heavy rocket barrcge by . ····: . . =: -· 
I.CS' s·::--A nuaber ot destroyers bo;ibcrd.11 d o~e::y corto.r e.nd. gun ec- . ·: 
placeoents.. Uortar tire upon ln.ndi.c.g ere.rt continuec! stce.d.ily ell · :. 
t!ID.t corning and. ettercoon. At 1615 this vessel w:is ordered to - • 
proceed to Yel,low Br.:ich. to render assistance in r1:tr110tion ot LST' s • . ·. ·. -
Mortar tire was rogulcr :ind we kept oo. the :iove. No dSl:l:ge was • 
done troc savera.l n~nr cissus. -At 1855 we ret1r6d :it sea tor the · • ·· 
night ~along with othn. units ot th6 operation. · • . .- _ . . ·: · -~. ., . . ' - .. 

. -'ii' 0800 Jifc.rc!l ll, ' WE: wear~ a~chored ott LitUe Santa c~i· Islond • .. 
Our tow wire was plac11d on I.ST 753, wbo was ha.rd aground, tind· nt · . ,.: . 
1305 W6 pulled ber orr. Mort~r tire was regule.r but inaccurate. · · · 
This vus1:l retirf.:d in convoy tor the !light nt 1656.· The two days ·. · 
rollowin.; W6 stood by to s.ssist l.::.ndin; v<1ssels as necessary ,· but · -
ou.r S11rvict1s were cot required.. :Fir.: 1'rca :.ortars was silenced on 
~:l.rch ·lJth, atter th~ asseult troops locat~d their positions. On · 
U:i.rcb.·l4th. tha 1iU.\?J.W anchored ott Zsoboanga Pier, in c0C1pliance .... . 
wi~h·or~ers troo SO?J. to ~ssist in salvega end deaolit1on work · 
around. tti,a. pier. .. 

··-··· Uethod.s were under c·onsldoretion tor the reaovel ot sunken 
lap h\ll..ks which were obstructing passege to the t~nger jettys ot 
~he pier. ~t 1000 one or our divers we.s sent down to ae.ke our _ 
13.in tow wire t~st ton sunken wreck. With the aid or a bulldozer, 
;he hulk wns pu.ll~d withi n 150 reet or the beech, rre3 or entrance .· 
;o tile pior • 

.. . , . -- . . 

-:.:.. 

,.:,­-~,-r •. 
.;.~t "' . .: ... -· ., -~~-

•' .· 
. .. .. . . ...... . .. . . .. . . . .. . ~. ·- . . .. 

• •- • ..... l,•~• . .,.,...., I._ ••• .-,t.~ &of'i• '°: • • •# --••• • 

\ . 
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- . ·,:~At 1730 ·or·t~e sa.c..e ~Y we were ordered by SOPA to ;,roc&e:1 to • • 
sea·-ud. intercept t.!1~ USS AT.Ii. 176, which wu ha.ving cilt!icult7 witb 
her tow. Contact ~os ~a~e with the 176 and the ?C 1120 at 2l55, 
but assistance could not be rendered until da7light. At 06)0 the 
tollowing day, Wnrch 15th, this .ship rol1avad the ATA er twc or 
her· towe and proceodod to C~ldera B~y, Za.::iboanga. A.rte:- discc.!.l'g-
1ng the tows at l500, we proceeded to cncbor tor the night in tbe 
vic7'11~y or Sa.nta Cru~ Ba.a.k. 

On th& :::orning ot the 16th the QJJ~A~ docked ct Zet:boa:.ga P1er 
to continue se.lva&e work a.nd clearing ot barber 1vreck2ge. T!le ship .. 
rw::n1nod .coored tor th~ night, but. got Wld&rway the rollowl.D.g ~orn­
ias t~ oaaist beachi.ng LST's. We anchored close to the beacb.1.ng 
.ar•a,., but were · torced to shitt anchorage turther ott. shore, ~s an · ·, 
en&CT~:-Cowitez: ·attack drove close -to the nee.rby beach. · We re:.e.ined ·_ ._:· ... · . 
flllc.hored. · t'or ·.tha nig:t, . but shitted to Santa Cruz lklnlc on the -· ·-~ --~· · •, 
toll~wiag_ .corning.· The · ship reaained at anchor until 0900 o.:i lluch -=-·; . . ··::; 

. 20tlr~•;whtln.wtl .. were underway to go uongs1de LST 631. T!1t!i t=.e use ·:···. :.!. 
• : .' ot' ..,our ~boaa,;e,. .rearc.i.11g ·boat was low&re~ tro::. her cargo deck. '11e ... ::..•.._:...":::;. 

=:. then?J_returned-'to ·cncho:-Qge tor . t!ie ni&ht • .:: At 1230 the tcill.C'lJi.:lg ~::.::: . .:_ -·::./ 
· :: dar;'~)lo: LCS:z •. r-cc:ie alongside •.tor repairs to her ruptured ·bow •. :·:~i-\~:•;-:::.. 
: ::.Ie.. ~•:-:necess~y:.~o beech her betore undertuing such rcpcirs. ·. · ~:: .:~~~=--:~~-:.. 

~:;: Thi~w~.s ·.done ··and . the. job _cccpleted . on. Uarch 23 •.. Tbe toll owing : .. -;fJ~~~;:..• 
·"· :, tw0;11c!iys we- ·r~ined -at· anchor· while sovere.l. landing era.rt ce..c:e ::. ' . •:::,- ·::• 
i"~nlo~gs1'4e; :toi::;weld.1ng ~repairs~; •. They were ~i.l' s 42 .and.. 21s,::LCI • s .t~1:-~~-,:~ 
;:; , 779."•11~; and

4 
.. c_tS) .;: -SAt,.; !8~~- 0;.: theL2~_h · t.h~ .. '. Q.UAP_A\f W!S. ~d..~~J' 1n ~~~J!;•Jt~ 

·'":' convoy;:, oun . or. an. •. e ..... o ..... ,:,-: e., .. e •• •-,r~:.' · ... ,:;~.:. ~.~: ::;.";.~,i~-.,..:\ . ••\:.' . 
. ~ <.,•.;:~ •-;~l~l;j,';' '•,)·~~!';.:-.:.:•~.:-b,--.,:'..:-• --r;;-Jj:I'! ·• .:.._. ::_.·~:,'.'i'•i.;.1 :,.; .. ;w.:_°(€ci~;.:'-. .:i.. ·:._';-:·:• ·~·*' 1t;l"_..,.-1;i.p·o~ ... oc'= .... .;MR. oP-:,r;A;,;:,.o· N :_:.·-.: .•• :.'-·.,;. .. ~_::.:~~~.,. ~"'r~ ... ~;._;... 
• . - . -..,.·""-~-~ . . ....... J.M., . ~ ~•• ., .. • •• • •·•• ~- ~- ... h-''• ~ r... · .. • "... :,1.~ "'~ic;-~.:,.:~,&.,fi•~~t· ,.·,•·:.!~~•~·t ~, . .;~:i,,~; • . ... .._·.::~:~-+,P..M '-.4 t;o·· . · • --t __ • ~~~,r..,;. ~~ • •. . ... . •. •.4• "'"' ... :r-"':"~ • ~ , .... _ ... .... .. - ·..... • •.• , ; • 1·-· ~ \ ~ .... , •• -r. -·~·-.. ~~~.I~.-.. 
.'. •~. .. . l&·=ucbored•:1n~Su ·red.ro":Eay orders -"8re·•·rece1 ved·=on ·Knrch~-;-,r:•:7';:::: 
'· )l.st:iito . ~sport: "ror 'duty;;l:Jld .:.partic !pat ion ·• 1.ll . the V'icto;- -~Te :0pera-):":f '.i~ 
. t1on~r.t~e assaUlt ·oa Polloc )iarbor, which··is located on ·the :·south- .~.:..~. ~:-, 

eastern.· coast~ or· Ji:inde.aao. . We· got underway in convo7 enroute to . : ·· · · ' 
Megar~ B3J'·,.M1ndoro,- trr:ir. where the ·c.perat1on -.vas to be st.1;ad. - . · ·; 
The•Victor · liva convoy was underwa.y on April 14th. Pr1or~to ~::i.t . , .. • . -~. 
date ;•.:.the •Q,'O:.:PAW p6r!'o:-c.cd tbe t'ollowing assignaents in ~ga.: !.!l .• 
Bey • ..:_ The disnbla<! liberty ship, 1uan de ?ucn, was towad to !..:!.:hor- . : ·• 
e.ge 1a:deeper wat&r; two rive-ton anchors were salvaged· t'r0Cl the ··, . . , 
wreckage· or the USS ?ORCUPI!~ 111 9 rc.thOQ.S or weter: nssistuce was · •-•· .:· 

·. rt!ndered- the ·LST 717 c.nd the .A1'R -ol, both ·ot' which were. ·aground on· ·· :· · : 
an un::.arked shoal.. During this period or cocpe..rt.tive quiet e.nd in- · · 
-ect1v1ty, L1eutenc..ot Coc.c:.:u1der R.H. Donnell, -USNR was relined e's • ~; 
coccanding otricer ot·tha q;J~;:K on April·?th, by tieutennnt w. ·a. . ~ 
H~~~~!::~~•·L_;;_: . .. .. - . . . . . ,... . ·.;,_<. ~--·: . :·· .. .;·~ 

· ··· On Aprii 14th, 1945, we assuced our position in convoy bound 

-~ tor Polloc Herbor and t~e Victor ?ive Oper~tion. an the second day 
enrout~·we departed convoy !nd p:oceeded·i~dependently to !2!~-en1 
Islc.nd.,· There; c g:isol!::i;. ~3!'6tt ns teken in tow, e..nd. we pr::>caedad 
to rejoin the -convoy. T!\.: =~:ge wu del1ver1:c! to tho USS POiiTCh"IS ... . 
(AGP4,}-"otter ttle ccnvoy cc<! cctered Polloc &rbor on April 17th. : . · . ·. ~ 
This -ship ancborad until ordered to assist the I.CI .61 which ~s . - · . . .. 
aground. In co.rrying out t~cse orders, our ship rc.n CBrOWld on 'an · 
u.'l.Wlrk6d reet.~ All i:::e~i~:, u.:ia~n,ater· illspection ,os .oade 11ad no 
dacae;e ,w:is observed.. ~ r..::.: ca.rried both our bow anchors ronrud 
ot the.sb4p :ind dropp~~ t~e..:. By heaving on the anchors, thd ship 
was c~-~-~ed. or~ .. tbe silosl wH:iout cssistance. • . .. ,• • 

- . . . ·... . .. . 
During tb.fs- oper:ition ou: wo:k proved varied. On Apri! 18th, 

wa cleared the propell~r or ~CT 820, which had been touled by her 
Cllchor··cable. · Later th~t day we went nlon&side the LSM 18 to 
chnage· .one ot ber propellers, ~31:1eged in beaching. Tb.is job COCl-
pleted, :.tn.e •TP 2)2 cace sloagside ror repairs to he·r cnchor cb.e.in. •· ... .. ·· 
On April 2lst, · hn~1ns coupleted repairs to the ac.in cond~ser or . . 
tile LT_6;o. wo were o:dered to inspect a sunken wreck ot: .the· Green - ·· •- . .... 

. -:::i;;f ..... _·;.:·::·~ .. : .. . -~~;:.:~:.- .- .: ·. >.- .. . . . . . ... :;_~~-f~_\f.f1~:ii 
~:~J-••.:•· --:-:.i :•: ..... ... ~ .•. '!.~ · , .:-;_•:~::

4 
••.•r: ~-- - - • .. ~.,...-:•.•t-::. 
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Beach Pier, ParD..llg. U1n<bnao. The wreck wns in wnter too daep tor 
she.llow water diving gear, thororor~ it wes necessary to .cove the 
ship oloser to the wreck, so thnt deep sea divins gear could be 
used. The 14spection cocpletcd the sa:ae ~Y proved no 1.acediate 
d:u1ger to naT16at1on or ship~ing c.nd ~o salvcge work wo.s und&rtaken. 
On April 2), 1945 we rendered assistance to LST 911 breached on 
Groen Beach and were successful in retracting her. Tho sa:.o day, 
we UAde an underwater inspection or the LCT 758, but no work was 
undertolcen. On April 28th. the UiM 21 caae alongside to I.ave both 
bor propellers changed. The Job 'coapleted. the I.SM )ll cat1e cl.ong­
aide and we changed her starboard propeller. Late the sace c!ay we 
cot W1den111 to assist the I.ST 6)6 in retracting, but tound our 
nssistanco· was not needed. No other work ws undertaken on. this 
operation. except tor ASH petrol on the 1st and 2nd or May. The 
ship r~ined at anchor, carrying out ship's cainten1U1ce work .until 
Ua.y Stb,· 1945, wbin we got underway tor Tolocia Bey. 

··. On the oorning ot Yc.y 7th we entered Toloca Bay as tirst re-
. suppl7 echelon tor troops in the Davco nren. Late on the s3.ee 

arternoon al.l ships had tinished unloading and were successful in 
retracting without our help. In accords.nee with our b3sic orders, 
we .Joined convoy &nd proceeded to worotai. On the ~orning ot Me1 
9th,. we arrived 1n Llorotai nnd reported tor duty. We io.cediately 
received orders to proceed to T;:u-alauJ. Islo.nd, Borneo to assist in 
r~tr~ct1ng LST's. We wer6· escorted by the USS EI7.f.ARDS. On the 
.aornilig ot M:iy Uth, 1945, we arrived in Tcraknn to tind. tive IST'• 
on the beach, tour or which w&re high and dry at low tide. •We were. 
S\lCCHStul in retl'Qcting I.ST 590 UD.ClSSisted, LS'1' 667, flHiped to 
work w1th this vessel bavlng parted hia tow win at the rtret. · 
atraJ.D. nw.i.,, on 13 ua, 191.S, o.11 tile LST'• "re ott th• bM011. 

• • aA4 " . oaoe Q&C1.ll procH4ell to llol'Cli.el, U•J.A& tc:I •• . 
~ .... ·~- ... __,.~~ tir-1•- -· ... , • -:-· 
._, - Ul'lftil ., ~ ....... .., ....... - ... 

• ~ ,., , tlototA • 1'• ,..'t,u't f.ii 7lL. _.,,,. •• ,..,.. 
Jlf"N la \:le •tier.so.-. We HH a dlYlAC ,-n,. oa ~+ 11&7 l!Mr, 
,o ,o. u::i.:, xurr..z, •Clea ball loat b•r boot •lli:c• 4G4 a:i.oct ... 
•orbeN 10 120 to•t ot .. ur. 01&r d1••rs Nconrod tbo ~=ct 
obaorb•rs. T?l• r:.u1.:r;.w re.01lllled at oachor until 26 Uay 1945. •hu 
tho USS Pl~'TO (.Al'190J relieved this vess~l tor the pendics opera-
tions ot Oboe Su. 

TO\'IING OPERATIOMS 'tl.lJ 194-5 to OCTOB!:R 1945 

After being relieved by the ATF90 the ~UAPA\'I proceeded to 
Hollandi~, New Guinea tor c. three week overhaul. This was the 
tirst avcilcbility she bad bad since cooc.1.ssioning. On 29 May 1945 
we nrrived. in Hollc.ndia, c.nd atter coapletin;; our overhaul, we were 
ordered to Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides, on June 25th, 1945. to 
tow a section or a battleship drydock to S~r, ?.I. Heavy wea­
ther wcs encountered ell the way to Espiritu Santo. We arrived 
on l July 1945. took on tuel water, and ·tresh provision~, the 
crew was given liberty. Ont July 1945 we stood over to Pellihulo 
Bay in _coapany with ~TA's 203, 179 c.nd 177. There each stlip was 
to take in tow one section ot the ABSD 1. The convoy encountered 

~ a following see tor the tirst week or the boyage, the avenge 
speed tor ,be trip was 6 knots. In order tor the ATA's to take on 
water, we stopped nt Hol1.and1e on 21 July 1945. 'l'he next day we 
werd underw:iy ogain end :irrived et &wllr on August 2nd, 1945. Our 
next job was to tow three PI' pontoon drydocks tro::i l:enus, .Adciralty 
Islands to Zw:lboang:i.. The ~UJAW lert Se.car on August 9th, and 
arrived 1.a Manus on tlle 14th. \'le i=edi:itely took on fresh water, 
ruel, :i.nd stores. The 21st or August we dep~rt&d Manus tor 
ZQ..Oboo..oga. We bad a d.rydock on each wing druo and one on 1:he gda 
tow wire. Our average speed tor the trip waa 6 knots. We delivered 
the aydocks to the PI' base et Zaaboanga on the 4th ot Septeaber, 
end IU'ter taking on ruel water and granting tbe crew liberty, we 
lett z.:i.c:boaaga ror Biak. ~t Bink on 9 Septeober 1945, we aada 
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prepantions to take the USS ATR 27 and c wster pontoon barge in 
tow. On Scpteuber 17th, 1945, we :i.nchorJd in San Pedro Ba7, SIUlB.r 
with the Al'R27· e.lon6sidc. We deli nred the ;.TR tor repnirs, end 
sot uoder..,ay with tbe water barce on the 21st tor Subic ~1', Luzon.. 
'lie ~elivered the water barge to C?,13 Sut>ic Bay. The ~UAFA!;/ wos 
crllllt&d one week's avail:?.bili ty in !.:rulila. 'nle crew was granted 
1t3 tirst reel liburty since leavill6 thd United States. We departed 
~naila on 4 October 1945 tor 1incbavan, New Guinea. We arrived 
there on October 12th and oade prepnr~tions .to take the YO 147 in 
tow • . We departed on October 13th tor Uuu.s with the YO 147 on the 
oain tow wire. We anchored in 1.!D.nus on the lStb ot October 1945 
and reported to tbe Port Director (or stnnd-by duty. On 20 October • 
we proceeded to Hollnodia, crr1ving there on the 21st. On the• 
next day we took the USS CLYDE (m44) in tow tor Manus. Upon • 
arrival in U~nus we placed the CLYDZ Cllon&side the SS Cayuse, an­
other tanker, tor ~astreeing ell te.D.ks. 

PERSONm:L 

. The authorized personnel BlloW!Ulce ot tbe ~UAPAW is as follows: 

OFFICERS 

Coaoanduig otticer 
ixecutive Otticer 
Gunnery orricer 
First tieutennnt 
En81neering Otticer 

l-tiLIS'l'ED loiZN 

Sea.cc.n Brnnoh 

Chief Boatswain's ltate 
BoatswninPs Mate First Class 
Boatswoin's l!ate Second Class 
couwain 
Gunner's Mata First Class 
Gunner's Uata Second Clnss 
Chier Quartercaster 
~uarteruaster Second Class 
Quarteraaster Third Class 
Si&JJal..tlan First Class 
SiGneJ • cn Second Class 
SignaJo&n Third Class 
Soiwen First Class 
Sac.i::.en S$cond Class 

Artit1cer Bre.nch 

Raciou~ First Cla3s 
R.?.diocQJl Second Class 
lbdio:ian Third Class 
Rnd.10 Technician First Class 
Rcdnl'OOJl Pirst Class 
R3dari.lBD Second19lass 
RadnrtltUl Third Olass 
Soun~ First Class 
Souncwu Second Clnss 
Soundco.D Third Class 
Carpenter's ~ate First Class 
Shiptitter Second Class 

Lieutenant 
Lieuten:int (junior grade) 

·Ensign 
Bo:itswnin 
Kncbi.aist 

l 
l 
l 
2 
1· 
l 
l 
l 
l 
i 
l 
l 
11 
12· 

l 
l 
2 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l , 
l 
l 
l 
l 

":: ... 

· 1' 
I 

I 
'I 

j 
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EDdiie Rooa Force 

Cbiet Uotor l!achinlst•a Mate l 
Cotor Macb.1n1st•s &:ate First Cuss ) 
Uotor Uachlnist•s ~ate Second Class ) 
14otor llachlnlst•s wto Third Clcss ) 
Chier ~ectr.Lc1:in•s &!4ta l 
lUactrlcian'a Ua.te First Class 2 
lUeetrician•s J.fa.te S6cond ClBss 2 
Electricinn'3 !.fate Th.ir~ Class 2 
1irtQDQ First Clnsa · ' ) 
F.lrOlolall Second Cl~as ) 

' Specialist Branch 

Yeoca.n First Class· 
Storekeeper Second Class 
Pho.rt:ccist•s !ibte First Class 

CoacisSlll'Y Brincb 

Ship 1a, ·cook First Class 
Ship's Cook Thir~ Class 
Be.leer. First ClQss 

. 
Stewcrd Bre.nch . · 

ott1cer!s Cook Third Class 
Steward's .&:ate First Class 
Stewa.rd's liate Second Class . 

Special Qualiticiitions · 

l 
l 
l 

l 
l 
l 

l 
l 
l 

SUl.vage Diver 1 
Pir~t Olasa. Diver l 

( ( 

'· ( 5 8) 

on 6 war 194-4,· dote or coocissioning, the ~U~AW was at rUll 
strength tor enlisted ulowa11ce with 81 ratings a.nd in excess ot 
otticer allowance by two. For the tirst six .aonths we were ill coa­
c.ission we experienced a 4 per cent excess in ship's personnel 
allowance. DuriDS the period trcxi Hove.aber 194-4 to April 1945, • 
inclusive, we were in excess ot al.lowance by S per cent and during 

• this period we had assisned to us, tor teapora.ry duty, one tire 
tightlns ott1cer e..ud one salvage otticer with 13 enlisted aen. 
They wore relieved or this dut1 and were transrerrad in January 
1945. 

lroo,?!ay l94.5 to July 191..5, inclusive, to1111d 'the Q.U~.\\V with 
n ccopliceot in excess by 10 per cent. D11rins this period the 
otricer rostor wcs inc st~te ot tre.ns1t1on--ott1oers relieved, 
ottlcers reportin6 aboe:rd tor duty, newly ~o:u:ussioned orticer 
trO!l the rnnk.s--this teapore.ry ~xcess attected the totcl percent• 

=" age to c;n extent disproporti~cate to tbe ship's roster os c whole •• 

-,...., 

--

Sl'ATISTICS OF INT2REST Enlisted Uan 
I 

The ave?'3ge weight ot the crew is 

The overage height ot the crew is 

Th6 aver3ge 3ge ot the crew is 

There c.re 26 states r~presented. 

Proaotions (6 Uoy 1944 to l October 1945) 

157 • 

S' 10•• 

80 

Ot'!"icers 

161 

5' 10" 

)l 

6 

4 ' 
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C&ptun•s lA:.sts 

DE'ck Courts l!ar';J.P.l 

Su:c~y Courts :Ja1•t1cll 

JS 

J 

J 

General Courts J.!a.rtial ( fecoc.;e:ida ~'l-.l,1s tur) l+ 

Decotiocs ) 

1!CT0RY AliD rm;03mz-\:l!0N 
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· The day the Japs ottioiallY declared !~t~cr.icns ut a~ceptin;, • · 
surre:-.a:o:- ter::::s, lS t~usust lS!.5. t.bi, C.Ui.?A'!f W:!..:t ,.~c-~c.=,;.;. !.;1 ::.caJ- ·, ·· 
ler l:'.:.:::t:or .. .l.llnU., in t.b.a .il.d.tit'4Hty ::..lei.ds • l::VCJ\ tbdfh tfler-e bad ... , 
bee11 i:u:io:rs ct' .the .Tap's in~e!l.;~.c,~ to quit e tcr, d.&,s p,ttnllo&!.S,. .. : 
the ~ouace:!e.o:t · ce.cae as ll su:prise ~o everl·~oJ..V" abou4l. ':t..: 13 .. ;:9 · : . :· 
raids·:and, the ·.atct!ic lloc:, _ bad raJ.sed our hopes, !.t:t t;'.:!.ft ~'!a.•:.a!~.l. •. ~~.,. · · 
opini"on. was that tha laps would cc,z,~iAue tor so~e- t4::c=; . T&lF .. t ~21 -. ~ •.. . . .. ~·! 
was·.a,,day, ot ba:k-slappin; 1 • lla.:id-st:..s.JciJlg, pray.1.ng, • ~~~pi~ _&.;;.d. • •• . : : : ... , 
laughing-•. •· .. -Th& ccw.l!l.Dd1ng otticar lleclarad .holUal r.>c.t!.:le .~d :· ·. _.·.,: .~.:' -.-.' t 
the boys. expressed tlleir feelings' to the utcost. %7t1~ sa!.p. !.n·':;,:·:~i:,:' · •. 
the ·barbor .blaw.••.its whistles a.!ld siransr tired nar:?s e..ui ctar-:: :•:"':..'~:-;·:·.,.._ 
abellav ~ we participated. · :evarrone aboard was teUi.Dg· his·. "f'" . r-.-.::.:.~·:·:,::-.:,­
·ahipcates·wbat· ha plaD.J1ed .. to. do when be got hoce. 'lha big · ·ques- · ~.-- ·,_.·_.·., .~: · 
tion . they;· wanted answered; however, was when tha.y would be ·hoDL .·.:·:f·-::~: :-,·~ { 
. •. --~ ==~1~t-:~.,· .' .. ;,\: !';· .. ~~'..- ~ ·~!~·-~~ ·: : . = i · . • :.-.,,.· . • ·: ·- ·.. ' ,..,· ~ ;. .... ~ .. -._z:,~--:; :-:..:~~~~,?--t ~~:., . ,._ 

· DeQob1lization aboard the q,TIJ.PA~'i began· a~ost :Lccadiatal.y .; ·.: · ;~.: .. •• 
Uter•.J.ugust lSth. Within five cb!.ya we transferred a Chier -··. _. ·: .:.,_,~·:.: :: 
Boatawau•s Mata,. two Chief Motur Hachinist•a iJ&tea, a Chier ..: · • 
Electrician's liate,. a Boatswain's l!atc 11rst Class, Slld a Ship's 

. Cook: First Class. to a receiving stat:.on to be sent to t!le Uni tall 
States ror diacharga. These :.an bad 44 c:- .acre poi:it.s &Ali were 
elig!ble ror discharge under tho pr··-:-: ~ions or .ilnllT 196-45. T'IJO 
1:1.0re aen were transterred to the re~! .-1ng station at 11:Uos Woende, 
Schouten ·Islanda. on septeober llth tor tran~portation to the 
United States. On SepteQber 26th an Electrician's ~ate Pirst Class 
•as transterred also. Br S6pteaber 27th, 1945, seven i:..ore cen •e~e 
eligible tor d1sc!1arge Wlder tl.e point systat., and. so lett the 
ship • ..1t present there ue 70 enJ.iste~ can an~ 7 otticers on board. 
Our alloted cCltlpli:.ent is 81 erl1ated uen and ; ott1cen. TWO en­
listed. ~en ar, eligible tor discharge b~cause ot dep-~denta. A:J 
ot October lat, our poiJlt tor d1scb.arge . sit~t1on waJ u fol.lows: 
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29 points i~:l,usi ve 

!he above tigures do no~ 
iq a.n enl.1at.::ie~t. 
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